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understand why John, who had been the intimate witness of so
touching an episode, should not mention it in the very circumstan-
tial narrative which he has furnished of the evening of the Thurs-
day.1 All that we can safely say is, that, during his last days, the
enormous weight of the mission he had accepted pressed cruelly
*pon Jesus. Human nature asserted itself for a time. Per-
fcaps he began to hesitate about his work. Terror and doubt
took possession of him, and threw him into a state of exhaustion
worse than death. He who has sacrificed his repose, and the
legitimate rewards of life, to a great idea, always experiences a
feeling of revulsion when the image of death presents itself to him
for the first time, and seeks to persuade him that all has been in
vain. Perhaps some of those touching reminiscences which the
strongest souls preserve, and which at times pierce like a sword,
came upon him at this moment. Did he remember the clear
fountains of Galilee where he was wont to refresh himself; the
vine and the fig-tree under tthich he had reposed, and the young
maidens who, perhaps, would have consented to love him ? Did
he curse tfce hard destiny which had denied him the joys conceded
to all others ? Did he regret his too lofty nature, and, victim of
bis greatness, did he mourn that he had nob remained a simple
artisan of Nazareth ? We know not. For all these internal
tumbles evidently were a sealed letter to his disciples. They
understood nothing of them, and supplied by simple conjectures
that which in the great soul of their Master was obscure to them.
It is certain, at least, that his divine nature soon regained the
supremacy. He might still have avoided death; but he would
not Love for his work sustained him. He was willing to drink
the cup to the dregs. Henceforth we behold Jesus entirely him-
self; his character unclouded. The subtleties of the polemic, the
credulity of the thaumaturgus and of the exorcist are forgotten.

1 This is the less to be understood, as John is affectedly particular in noticing
the circumstances which were personal to him,, or of which, he had been the only
witness, (xiii. 23, and following, xviii. 15, and following, xix. 26,
55, XX. 2, and following, XXL 20, and following.)